OCTOBER 2025

Dear Friends,

This month we will once again be joining together to
celebrate Harvest. Worship, on Sunday 5th October, will
be led by members of our own congregation, and will
feature our Sunday toddlers, who will no doubt have a
starring role! The service will be followed by lunch and we
invite everyone to stay and share in fellowship with us.

Have you ever thought about what harvest really means in
a biblical context? To many of us, harvest time is of little
concern, because in our busy lives we are far removed
from the actual production of our food supplies, but for
the Hebrew people, as for those involved in farming and
agricultural today, the harvest was a most important
season.

In the Bible, harvest is a key theme and a significant
concept that carries a deep spiritual and symbolic
meaning. It is not merely an agricultural term, where
harvest refers to the gathering of crops which sustain and
nourish communities, but it represents God’s provision,
blessings and abundance. It also serves as a metaphor for
the process of reaping the rewards of our faith and labour.
The biblical meaning of harvest holds great significance in
the Christian faith and it reminds us to be grateful for
God’s grace and to trust in his divine timing. Just as
farmers patiently wait for their crops to grow and ripen
before reaping the harvest, we are encouraged to trust in
God'’s timing for his provision in our lives. Sometimes, we
may feel impatient or uncertain about our circumstances,
but God’s timing is perfect, and he will provide for us in
due course.

The concept of harvest can be found throughout scripture
and is deeply rooted in both the Old and New Testaments,
symbolising God’s abundant provision for his people. The
Bible consistently refers to harvest as a time of joy and
celebration, emphasising gratitude toward God’s for his
faithfulness and goodness.

The harvest season falls at different times of the year
depending upon region, climate and crops and the biblical
context of harvest is also linked to various festivals that
celebrate God's provision. The three principal feasts of the
Jews correspond to the three harvest seasons. The feast
of the Passover in April is at the time of the barley harvest,
the feast of Pentecost (seven weeks later) is during the
wheat harvest, and the feast of Tabernacles is celebrated
in the autumn, after the harvest. This festival
commemorates the Israelites' journey in the wilderness
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and their dependence on God for sustenance. The
gathering of crops at these times serves as an expression of
thanksgiving and as a reminder of God's faithfulness and
the importance of community in sharing the blessings of
the harvest.

In conclusion, the biblical meaning of harvest goes beyond
the literal physical gathering of crops and serves as a
powerful reminder of God’s presence in our lives. It
reminds us to trust in God’s timing, develop our
relationship with him and express our gratitude for his
blessings.

As believers, we are called to sow the seeds of kindness,
faith and love, with the understanding that our actions
have consequences, and what we choose to ‘sow’ in our
lives will ultimately determine the ‘harvest’ we receive.

Harvest reminds us that not everyone has as much as we
do and encourages us to share our blessings with those in
need and to be grateful for all that God has provided in our
lives.

As part of our harvest service we will be supporting
Oldham Foodbank, who relies on the generosity of the
local community to donate food to ensure that no one has
to go hungry. During our service, we will be collecting
urgently needed items as listed below. Your contributions
are greatly appreciated.

With all good wishes - Liz

) foodbank

HARVEST APPEAL 2025

Our Harvest Service is on Sunday 5th October
and this year we will be supporting Oldham
Foodbank.

During our service, we will be collecting the
following urgently needed items to support
people in the local community:

BAKED BEANS, SPAGHETTI HOOPS, CEREAL,
PASTA, SOUP, JAM, NAPPIES - SIZES 3 & 6

Following the service, lunch will be available
for a small donation.
All welcome to stay and join us.




Sunday 5th October

Monday 6th October
Wednesday 8th October
Friday 10th October
Sunday 12th October

Friday 17th October
Sunday 19th October

Sunday 26th October

DIARY — October 2025

Family service led by David Lewis

Family service led by Liz Dean

10.30am Harvest family service
Lunch
7pm Deacons
12 noon Scoffs
7pm Jumble Sale
10.30am
Church Meeting
7pm —9pm Junior Disco
10.30am
Cake Sale
10.30am

Family Service led by Foday Kamara

Regular Activities

Sunday

Toddler Sundays 10am —11.30am
Monday

Exercise Group 2pm
Wednesday

Scoffs 12 noon (2nd Wednesday)
Thursday

Rainbows Toddler Group 9.30am
Friday

Badminton 6pm

Offertories

31st August - £124.51

7th September - £116.71

14th September - £86.84

21st September -£112.84
Standing orders - £724.00

Total £1,164.90

Other Income

Cake Sale (August) - £44.78
Cake Sale (September) - £45.77
Ploughman’s Lunch - £58.00
Scouthead & Austerlands
Community Group - £100.00

Flower Rota

OCTOBER 2025
5th October - Pat
12th October - Jean
19th October - Judith
26th October - Val

CHRISTMAS FAIR 2025
SATURDAY 6TH
DECEMBER
11AM - 2PM

We are now collecting items for
the fair including:

raffle and tombola prizes,
candles, toiletries, chocolate
for the chocolate tombola,
wines and spirits, items for the
hampers and any festive items.

Any donations can be left in
the boxes in the Fellowship
Room or given to Gill or Cath.

Many thanks for your
continued support

CHRISTMAS CAKES

A limited number of Christmas cakes
are now available to order.
If you are interested, please contact
Ingrid as soon as possible on
0161 626 0854/07913 656883.

Cost is dependent on weight and
cakes are available with or without
icing.

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
On Saturday 8th November, we are
holding a Family Night with live
music and dancing.

There will also be a raffle and any
prizes would be appreciated.

Adults £5.00 and Children £1.00
including a hot supper.
Tickets available from Sue or Simon.

LUNCH
The next themed lunch is after the
Harvest service on Sunday 5th
October.
All welcome to stay and join us.

JUMBLE SALE
FRIDAY 10TH OCTOBER

Any jumble can now be brought up to
church and left on the stage
Help is needed on the day to set up at
10am and to clear up at 8pm.

If you can distribute any posters or
flyers, please see Joan asap.

CHURCH MEETING

The next quarterly church meeting is
after the service on
Sunday 12th October.
Everyone is welcome to stay and
attend the meeting.

JUNIOR DISCO
Friday 17th October 7pm —9pm
All additional volunteers would be
much appreciated.

CAKE SALE

The next cake sale is following the
service on Sunday 19th October.
Any donations of cake would be

gratefully received.

BOTTLES
We are still collecting bottles for ‘spin
the bottle’ stalls at future events held
by the Scouthead & Austerlands
Community for church funds.
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