DECEMBER 2025

Dear Friends,

Here we are in December yet again! It's almost Christmas
time and, to borrow the words of John Paul Young's song,
‘Love is in the air’. The phrase ‘love is in the air’ is a
common expression, often associated with a particular
time or place, and often used to describe situations where
people seem to be particularly happy and content.

Love is ‘in the air’ every Christmas. It features in the
festive music we hear in the shopping centres and
supermarkets and in the commercials we watch on TV.
Love is present in the Christmas cards we send and in the
gifts we buy and receive.

It is a theme that dominates this particular time of year
and everyone seems to agree: Christmas is about love. As
Christians, we can confirm that this much is true.
Christmas exists only because of love.

But why is Christmas all about love?

Scripture has much to say about love and when Jesus is
asked which commandment is the first of all, he responds
by quoting, 'you shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and
with all your strength’

This time of year, we often speak about ‘the true meaning
of Christmas.” Most people recognise that the essence of
Christmas has little to do with all the shopping and the
spending that seems to occupy so much of our time during
this season. Many people, when they think of Christmas,
associate it with the warmth of family, and with kindness
toward others. That’s closer to what Christmas represents.
But there’s one verse in the Bible that sums up the true
meaning of Christmas in a way we can all understand:

‘For God loved the world so much that he gave his only
Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not die but
have eternal life.” - John 3:16-17.

This is perhaps one of the most well-known verses in the
entire Bible, and it refers to God showing his love for us by
sending his only son into the world so that we might live
through him.

We don’t find the word love directly in any of the scripture
narratives describing the birth of Jesus. However, without
love we would not have Christmas at all.

So why did God bring us his son on that first Christmas
day?

Christmas is all about God'’s love for us. It was that love
that brought Jesus into the world to live, and eventually
die, for us. And that’s what Christmas represents to us

— it makes clear and visible the great love God has for
every person he created. The Bible tells us that no greater
love has anyone than that they would lay down their life
for a friend - John 15:13.

When God brought Jesus into the world on that first
Christmas, it was with the purpose that he would lay down
his life for us. So amongst all the hustle and bustle of the
season, let us remember that the true meaning of
Christmas is a time of God showing his great love for us

in a way we can all see, understand and celebrate. The
Bible says God is love, so the true and real meaning of
Christmas is love. We love because God first loved us.

God is love and so Christmas is love.

For God is love, unchanging, everlasting,
abounding, steadfast love that never ceases.
Love beyond comprehension, enduring forever.
He set his heart in love on me.

Great in love. Rich in kindness.

Rich in patience toward us.

Love never fails.

Wishing you all a very happy and blessed Christmas and
many thanks for your continued love and support
throughout 2025 — Liz.

CHRISTMAS FAIR 2025
SATURDAY 6TH DECEMBER
11AM TO 2PM

Please note the following arrangements for the
Christmas Fair:

Church will be open from 9.30am on Friday 5th
December for a couple of hours to allow stall
holders to set up.

Any help would be appreciated.

Please can all stall holders arrive in good time
for the 11am start on the Saturday morning.

Many thanks for your cooperation.



https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%203.16-17

DIARY — December 2025

Sunday 30th November
Monday 1st December
Friday 5th December
Saturday 6th December
Sunday 7th December
Wednesday 10th December
Friday 12th December
Sunday 14th December
Sunday 21st December
Wednesday 24th December
Thursday 25th December
Sunday 28th December
Sunday 4th January 2026

10.30am Advent Sunday service at The Salvation Army

7pm Deacons Meeting

9.30am Set up for Christmas Fair

1lam —2pm Christmas Fair

10.30am Family service led by Colin Carson

12.30pm Scoffs Christmas Lunch

7pm —9pm Junior Christmas Disco

10.30am Carol Service

10.30am Nativity

6pm Christmas Eve Social

10.30am Short Christmas Day service led by David Lewis
No service

10.30am Christingle followed by lunch

Regular Activities

Sunday

Toddler Sundays 10am —11.30am
Monday

Exercise Group 2pm
Wednesday

Scoffs 12 noon (2nd Wednesday)
Thursday

Rainbows Toddler Group 9.30am
Friday

Badminton 6pm

Offertories

2nd November - £85.64

9th November - £63.70
16th November -£81.33
23rd November - £66.90
30th November — No service
Standing orders - £895.00

Total £1,192.57

Other Income
Bacon Butties - £90.00
Tea/Coffee - £4.80
Lunch - £20.20

Flower Rota

DECEMBER 2025
7th December - Cath
14th December - Gill
21st December - Beryl
28th December - Karen

FLOWERS IN CHURCH

Many thanks to everyone who has
provided flowers on Sunday
mornings during the last year and
to Jean Voss in her role of Flower
Secretary.

The new flower rota for 2026 is
now on the noticeboard in the
hall. If you wish to provide flowers
again next year, please add your
name against a suitable date.

CHRISTMAS EVE SOCIAL
This will be held on Wednesday
24th December at 6pm and will
include games, music, dancing
and fun for all the family!

Adults £5 and children £2
including light refreshments.

Please let Justine know if you can
make it as soon as possible.

THEMED LUNCHES

During 2026, we will be
continuing with our themed
lunches after the service on the
first Sunday of each month.

If anyone would like to help out
by providing and serving food,
please pop your name on the list
on the church noticeboard.

SCOFFS CHRISTMAS LUNCH
Wednesday 10th December at
12.30pm.

JUNIOR CHRISTMAS DISCO
Friday 12th December 7pm —9pm.

All additional volunteers would be
much appreciated.

CAROL SERVICE
Sunday 14th December at 10.30am
followed by coffee and mince pies.

NATIVITY
Please join us at 10.30am on
Sunday 21st December when we
look forward to our wonderful
nativity service.

Huge thanks to Joan for all her hard
work and to everyone taking part.

SUNDAY 28TH DECEMEBER
Just a reminder that there will
NO service on Sunday 28th
December.

CHRISTINGLE
Sunday 4th January 2026 at
10.30am followed by lunch.

If anyone would be happy to read,
please let me know as soon as
possible.
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